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Abstract 

Å An ethnographic account of acculturative pressures and outcomes 
among the peoples of South-Eastern Mexico is presented.  This 
account makes use of participant observations, key-informant 
interviews and archival analyses in examining cultural changes 
among three primary groups: indigenous peoples, naturalized 
immigrants and international sojourners.  Beginning with an 
historical overview, this account discusses various collective 
pressures and resolutions to the ongoing interchange of cultural 
values and practices. The communities and individuals under 
consideration are situated in a variety of social and ecological 
contexts, including: modern and colonial cities, historical ruins, as 
well as rural villages along the developing natural frontiers of the 
region.  Issues examined include those regarding employment, 
cultural products and activities, relationship to nature, spirituality and 
healing.  An overview of acculturative pressures for the people of 
this region is provided while considering the global / cross-cultural 
implications of this diverse sample of acculturative experiences.  

 



Overview 

ÅIntroduction 

ÅHistorical Context 

ÅRegionalism 

ÅEconomics 

ÅPeoples 

ÅSummary and Implications 

 



I - Introduction 

ÅAcculturation - varieties 

ÅMethods ï types and styles 

ÅSettings ï Regions and issues 

ÅSketches ï narratives and examples 



Acculturation 

ÅRedfield 

 

ÅMainly Broad Scope with some specific 

details 

 



II -  Methods & Scope 

ÅArchival - Books 
  - Museum records 
  - Geographic traces 

ÅKey Informants 
   - Interviews 
   - Everyday Interactions 
Ethnographic 
  - Observations and interpretations
    (vs. Malinowskiôs time) 



 III - Peoples 

ÅLocal indigenous peoples 

 (Mayan, Lacadon) 

ÅSettled (historical) immigrants 

ÅSojourners (Vacationers, Business) 

ÅRetirement settlers (Snowbirds) 



History 

ÅClassical ï Mayan Migration 

ÅColonization ï The Spanish wave 

ÅRevolutions ï The Backlash 

ÅTourism ï The Global waves  



Economics 

ÅRelationship with Nature 

ÅLocal Economic changes 

ÅImpact of Global Economy 

ÅBorderland Economic Regions 

ÅBlack Market & Human Smuggling 

ÅOil  

 



Resort Development 

ÅReplacing Agriculture and hacendas?  

ÅMangroves 

ÅFishing  

ÅEco Tourism 



Acculturative Styles  

ÅAssimilation (& deculturation) 

ÅSeparation 

ÅIntegration 

ÅMarginalization?  



 Regional Exemplars 

ÅQR 

ÅYucatan 

ÅCampeche 

ÅTobbasco 

ÅChiapis  

ÅFrontera 



QR 

 



Yucatan 

 





       Cancun   





 

    Tulum 

 

                     Sian 

                                            Kôaan 

 

  



Tulum 

ÅMassive Growth of hotels and resorts 

ÅMany Beautiful Cenotes and Caves 

ÅEco-Tourism is growing  

ÅBustling City where  there was  

almost nothing only 10 years prior 

ÅOcean access is limited to locals  

 




